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Complaining about a problem without posing a solution is called whining. 

- Teddy Roosevelt 
 
Well, here we are again – the ever-revolving door!  We’re sure you have been anxiously awaiting news on when 
and how the Club will be opening up again.  As you know, the province is taking a cautious step-by-step 
approach, with the first step beginning Monday, January 31.  Today, we finally received official word that, under 
this first step, the Club will be able to resume activities on Monday.  The capacity limits are 30 upstairs and 26 
downstairs.  All other measures are still in place: masks at all times (except when taking a drink), physical 
distancing (with the exception of card players, although tables are to be distanced); hand sanitizing and 
table/chair sanitizing; screening; and, of course, proof of at least double vaccination.  In other words, carry on as 
before. 
 
A couple of suggestions, here: 

- Ideally, masks should be surgical-grade or better.  The use of cloth masks is now being discouraged, as 
they are not considered as effective against Omicron. 

- If you have not yet received your booster shot, please seriously consider taking this step. It will, as the 
term suggests, significantly boost your protection. 

- As mentioned before, the public library will happily download, reduce and plasticize your proof of vaccine, 
free of charge.  Simply take in your health card.  Remember, the province is now requiring that we show 
the QR code for entry into certain venues, although we shall continue to recognize the vaccine receipts. 

 
ACTIVITY CALENDAR 
The February activity calendar is attached.  Note that the facility will remain open on the first Tuesday, as Jamie 
has kindly agreed to do the cleaning this week.  We shall also be open on Family Day, February 21, for those 
who wish to attend the centre.  An updated calendar for March will be shared once we have details on Step 2 of 
the reopening plan. 
 
COATS AND BOOTS 
Now that winter is well and truly upon us, we are faced with the problem of how to manage our outdoor clothing 
while effectively distancing.  The upstairs cloakroom is open, but we ask that you take your time and allow others 
adequate space to deposit their coats and boots.  There are also hooks in the downstairs hall and, if necessary, 
Jamie will put a few chairs out downstairs for any overflow.  Please check to see whether there is an activity 
following yours; if so, we ask that you try to exit by the back doors. This may mean that you will have to carry 
your boots to the back before putting them on – a bit of a nuisance, but it will contribute to the overall safety and 
flow of our programs.   
 
MEMBERSHIP 
Approximately one-third of our members have renewed their memberships to date.  We do understand that many 
of you have probably held back until such time as things open up more.  We trust that we shall begin to see a 
return of our members over the next couple of months.  Given the uncertainty that has unfolded with COVID and 
now Omicron, it has been decided that all memberships will be considered $15 “renewals” for 2021-22, so long 
as you were paid up members prior to COVID.   We encourage you to contact Rosie to make arrangements for 
your renewal:  rschurr6433@gmail.com . 
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PEN PAL PROJECT 
We have been contacted by a Grade 2/3 teacher at Forest Valley Elementary School.  She would like to find pen 
pals for her students, through which they could create connections with seniors in the community and at the 
same time practice their letter-writing skills.  She envisions pen pals exchanging letters once a month or so, 
possibly through the Hobbs Centre or, if you prefer, directly to your home address.  All the details will be worked 
out once we determine the level of interest amongst our members.  If you are interested in taking part in this 
wonderful project or would like additional information, please let Ann know: amcconnell.home@gmail.com or 
613-824-7371. 
 
TOP SIXTY/OVER SIXTY PROJECT 
Raylene Mulrooney is interested in photographing active/busy/engaged seniors for this project.  If, once you 
have reviewed the information in the link below, you think you might be interested in being photographed, please 
contact Raylene directly at raylenemulrooney@yahoo.ca  
. 
https://www.topsixtyoversixty.com/calling-all-shutterbugs-all-levels-of-experience-welcome/ 

 
 
 
In closing, the Board of Directors would like to thank you all for doing your part in helping to keep the Club open 
and running safely.  We are hopeful that everyone’s hard work will soon result in a significant loosening of 
restrictions, which will allow us to return to something resembling normal operations in the spring.  See you soon! 
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